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An Easy Read guide to the words 

we use to talk about death, dying, 

grief and bereavement.



Words about Death 
and Dying.

Advanced Care Plans.

These are plans that someone can make 
that says how they would like to be looked 

after if they got very ill.

You can watch an accessible video about it 

here.

Anniversary .

The day of the year that the person died 

on. Doing something each year on that day 

to remember them.

Anticipatory grief.

The feelings you might have knowing 
someone is going to die. They have not 

died yet, but you are thinking about how 
you might feel when they die. 

Ashes.

When a body is cremated  what is left at 
the end are ashes. These come in a pot 

called an Urn.
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https://vimeo.com/946135762


Bereavement.

This is what it is called when someone 
that you care about has died. 

Best Interest Decision Making.

This is part of the Mental Capacity Act. 
When a person cannot make important 

decisions for themselves, the people 
who know them well make that 
decision for them. They think about 

what would be best for the person.

Bucket list .

A list of things that someone wants to 
do before they die.

Burial .

This is when the personôs body is put in 
the ground after they die. A hole is dug 

called a grave. 
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Burial plot .

A piece of land where you want to be 
buried when you die.

Buried .

This is when the personôs body is put in 
the ground after they die. A hole is dug 

called a grave. 

Casket.

This is another word for a coffin.  It is 
the box that the dead body is put in 

before it is buried or cremated.

Celebrant .

The person who leads the funeral 
service.
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Cemetery .

A cemetery is a place where people can 
be buried after they die. It can also be 

called a graveyard, burial ground or 
memorial park.

Chapel of rest .

This is a room or a building where the 
family or friends of someone who has 

died can come and see their body 
before the funeral. Some people do this 
as a way to say goodbye to the person 

who died.

Coffin.

This is the box that the dead body is 
put in before it is buried or cremated. It 

is sometimes called a casket.

Coma.

A person is in a coma when they are 
unconscious  for a long time.
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Condolences.

These are the kind things people say to 
you when someone you love has died.

Conscious.

This means when someone is awake 
and knows what is going on around 

them.

Coroner.

A coroner is a type of judge who 
investigates some deaths.

You can find out more about coroners 
and inquests here.

Cremation.

This is when the dead body is burned. 
The body turns to ash once it is 

cremated. The friends and family of the 
dead person can collect the ashes 
afterwards.
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https://inclusionnorth.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/When-should-a-person%E2%80%99s-death-be-reported-to-a-coroner-and-what-is-an-inquest.pdf


Dead.

This is when a person is not alive 
anymore. Their heart stops beating and 

they stop breathing and it doesnôt start 
again. 

Crematorium (or Crem .)

This is the place where the cremation 
happens. Sometimes the funeral 

happens here and then the body is left 
there to be cremated.

Cremator .

This is the machine that makes a very 
hot fire to cremate the body.

Death bed .

This is a word that people sometimes 
use to mean that a person is very ill 

and may die. They might say they 
visited someone who was on their 
death bed. 
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Deceased.

This is a word that is sometimes used 
to mean the person who died.

Do not resuscitate.

This is a medical decision that is made 
about what should happen if a personôs 

heart stops beating.

Embalming.

This is the process of taking the blood 
out of the veins of a dead body and 

putting chemicals in instead. This helps 
to stop the body changing after 
someone dies. It can be used if the 

dead personôs family want to see the 
body before the funeral.

Embalmer.

This is the person who has been trained 
to do the embalming.
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Encephalitis.

This is when a personôs brain become 
swollen. It is usually caused by a virus. 

It can make someone very ill.

End of life planning.

This is when people start to make plans 
for the end of their life. The plans 

might be about what treatment they 
want or donôt want. It might be funeral 
plans. Or it might be plans for where 

they would like to die.

Five stages of grief.

This is the idea that when someone we 
love dies, the feelings we have go 

through 5 stages. 

You can find out more about the five 

stages of grief here.

Funeral.

A funeral is a ceremony or service that 
can take place after a person dies, 

before they are buried or cremated . 
It is a chance for the personôs family 
and friends to say goodbye to them.
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https://inclusionnorth.org/our_work/stop-people-dying-too-young-the-leder-programme/


Funeral car.

A special type of car that takes people 
to the funeral. It is usually close family 

or close friends that go to the funeral in 
the funeral cars.

Funeral director .

A funeral director manages all the plans 
for a personôs funeral and makes sure it 

all goes to plan.

Funeral parlour .

This is the name of the place where a 
funeral director works.

Funeral plan .

This is where a person arranges their 
funeral before they die and pays for it. 

Some people do this so that their 
friends or family do not have to pay for 
their funeral when they die.
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Grave.

A grave is a hole that is dug in the 
ground in a graveyard or burial ground. 

People who choose to be buried when 
they die have their body put in a grave.  

Grief.

The feelings that we have when 
someone we love dies. 

You can watch an accessible video 
about it here.

Hearse .

A special type of car that takes the 
coffin to the funeral.

Head stone .

A head stone is a stone that is put on a 
personôs grave once they are buried. It 

usually says their name and the date 
they were born and died.
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https://vimeo.com/946135834

