
Mayor of North East Combined 
Authority 

Information about the people you can 
vote for.

The election takes place on 
2nd May 2024
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These are the people you can vote for in the 
election to choose the next Mayor of North 
East Combined Authority.

Name – Paul Donaghy 

Party – Reform UK

Name – Jamie Driscoll

Party - Independent

Name – Andrew Gray

Party – Green Party

Name – Aidan John King

Party –Liberal Democrats
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These are the people you can vote for in the 
election to choose the next Mayor of North 
East Combined Authority.

Name – Kim McGuinness

Party – Labour and Co-operative Party 

Name - Guy Renner-Thompson 

Party – Conservative and Unionist Party

3



Kim McGuinness

Labour and Co-operative 
Party 

This is what inclusion for people with a 
learning disability and autistic people 
means to me – 

It's important all parts of our region 
get their say in this election. I want 
this region to be a place where 
everyone is equal, and everyone has 
the opportunity to succeed. 

People with a learning disability and 
autistic people should have the help 
they need to live a good life.  That 
means more job support to train 
them for the workplace 
where necessary, it means help 
living independently if that's right for 
the person. And it means more 
community support for the families 
and friends who do so much unpaid 
work to help those with learning 
disabilities and autism.

I'll be the mayor who helps everyone 
no matter who they are.
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Jamie Driscoll

Independent

Hello!  I have been North of Tyne 

Mayor for five years.  

I run equalities assemblies where me 

and my staff listen to neurodiverse 

people.  It helps us develop policies 

that work better for you.  

I funded the North East Autism 

Society to give people personal 

mentors.  This helps them find a job, 

and earn good money.  In jobs like film 

and TV.  

I have funded community groups, like 

Northern Notes.  That’s a choir for 

people with learning disabilities, 

learning difficulties, and autism.  

I promise I will continue to listen to 

you and fund things that make your 

life better.  
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Andrew Gray

Green Party 

Inclusion means making sure that 
every voice is heard, when designing 
public services or making decisions. 

It means making sure that the right 
support is in place, so that everyone 
can contribute to consultations and 
can challenge decisions.

Inclusion matters because everyone 
has a right to be heard. And 
inclusion matters because everyone 
benefits when decisions are open to 
full scrutiny. 

People with a learning disability and 
autistic people have expertise to 
offer. If we do not allow them to 
contribute, our services will not be 
as good as they could be.
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Guy Renner-Thompson 

Conservative and Unionist 
Party

Inclusion for people with learning 
differences means people like the 
Mayor listening to your voice and 
working to make life better for 
you.

I have already done this in 
Northumberland by setting up 
courses for young people and by 
talking to big businesses about 
jobs for people with learning 
differences.

I want the North East to be the 
best place in the world to live, 
work and raise a family. And 
that’s for people with learning 
differences and autism too! I will 
make sure everything the Mayor 
does remembers about all 
different types of people and 
gives everybody the same 
opportunities."
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Paul Donaghy

Reform UK

We asked each person up for election 
the same question. We asked

What does inclusion for people with a 
learning disability and autistic people 
mean to you?

Paul Donaghy did not send us an 
answer.
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Aidan John King

Liberal Democrats

We asked each person up for election 
the same question. We asked

What does inclusion for people with a 
learning disability and autistic people 
mean to you?

Aidan John King did not send us an 
answer.
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To find out more about the elections 
happening where you live on 2nd May 
2024, you can use the website called 
Who Can I Vote For.

More information about the elections taking 
place on 2nd May 2024

The website address is

www.whocanivotefor.co.uk

You just need to know the postcode of 
where you live.

There is also lots of accessible 
information on the My Vote My Voice 
website.
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