
Gateshead Learning Disability and 
Autism Plan –

Aims to improve support in Gateshead for 
people with a Learning Disability and 
autistic people.

Gateshead Council want to know what 
you think should be in the plan.



The Insights Network has produced this information. 

We are a group of people with lived experience and 
support providers. We come together to share our ideas 
and experience. We are supported by Inclusion North.

Here you will find information about what the Learning 
Disability and Autism plan might include. 

There are then some questions to get your thoughts and 
ideas.

Please send your feedback to: 
Kirsty.morgan@inclusionnorth.org

mailto:Kirsty.morgan@inclusionnorth.org


Learning Disability & Autism Plan
1. Community Support 

What needs to be better in Gateshead -

• More social and leisure opportunities

• More support for parents of children with a learning disability 
and autistic children



• Support before and after testing for a learning 
disability or autism

• Long term funding for the Autism Hub

• A plan to work together better with community 
organisations and groups



2. Support for children and young people, 
families and schools 

What needs to be better in Gateshead -

• Inclusion in mainstream schools 

• Schools have a paid role in identifying children with a 
learning disability or who are autistic



• Support for parents and carers to make referrals 

• Speed up referral process

• Better access to services for people who live in the 
countryside



3. Information and communication 

What needs to be better in Gateshead –

• People given more information about referral and 
assessment processes

• Fair and equal access to information



• Workers know more about what services are 
available for people with a learning disability and 
autistic people   

• Develop a website for adults with a learning 
disability and autistic adults that has information 
about what support and services are available  



4. Co-production -
This is when people who use services have an 
equal role in design, delivery and monitoring 
of services and projects.

What needs to be better in Gateshead -

• Better access to people who can support you to speak 
up



• Better understanding of where services are, where 
people live, what age they are etc.

• Better connections with people who find it more 
difficult to share their views. For example, people with 
profound and multiple disabilities

• Working better with the community



Other important things the plan may need to 
think about…

• Training for parents, staff and carers

• Council work placements for people with a learning 
disability and autistic people

• How people with a learning disability or autistic people 
experience the Criminal Justice system



• People with complex health needs

• Health inequalities - making things more fair for 
people with a learning disability and autistic people



Questions for you…

• Are the things noted here important to you?

• What else would you like the plan to include?

• Are there any exciting services in Gateshead or 
elsewhere that the Council should know about?

• How do you want to be kept informed about the 
improvements to support that are being made?



Are the things noted here important to you?



What else you would like the plan to include?



Are there any exciting services in Gateshead or 
elsewhere that the Council should know 
about? 



How do you want to be kept informed about 
the improvements to support that are being 
made?



Send your answers to these questions to:

the Insights Network via

Kirsty.morgan@inclusionnorth.org

Thank you

mailto:Kirsty.morgan@inclusionnorth.org

