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Policy Update and other useful 
information 
 

What is it? 

NHS England - New Care Model pilots in specialised mental health 
services 

We know that being supported closer to home, family, friends and staff who 
know you, with a range of different community services and shorter lengths 
of stay improves the outcomes and experiences for people using specialised 
services. We also know that due to the way our current systems are set up, 
people who use specialised mental health, learning disability and autism 
services are too often cared for away from their home and community, and 
experience fragmented care in restrictive settings and may stay in hospital 
longer than they need to clinically. 

Read about it here: https://bit.ly/2vUAXIq  

Voluntary Organisations Disability Group (VODG) Commissioning for 
a vibrant voluntary sector: the case for change 

This report explores some of the challenges associated with the 
commissioning of services for disabled people as reported by voluntary sector 
providers. 

Read the report here: https://bit.ly/2Slm3T4  

Public Health England research and analysis - health checks 2017 to 
2018 

The NHS offers a free health check every year for people with learning 
disabilities aged 14 years and above. NHS England have issued guidance 
for GP practices to improve the identification of people with learning 
disabilities and flagging for annual health checks on GP records. 

Read more here: https://bit.ly/2Owh5S9  

NHS digital - Annual information on the health and care of people 
with learning disabilities is published 

Health and Care of People with Learning Disabilities, 2018-19 summarises 
data relating to 54% of patients in England2 on key health issues for people 
recorded by their GP as having a learning disability. It also includes 
comparative data about patients recorded by their GP as not having a 

https://bit.ly/2vUAXIq
https://bit.ly/2Slm3T4
https://bit.ly/2Owh5S9
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learning disability, to show differences in health and care between the two 
groups. 

Read more here: https://bit.ly/375ziwm  

Healthwatch - Shifting the mindset: a closer look at NHS complaints 

There has been some positive change in the years following the Mid 
Staffordshire Inquiry to improve openness and transparency in the NHS. Yet 
when it comes to complaints, many hospitals are too focused on process 
rather than demonstrating how they’ve listened.  

Hospitals, indeed the NHS more broadly, need to shift the mindset on 
complaints. Reporting needs to look beyond the numbers and response times 
and focus more on how to effectively demonstrate to patients and the public 
what has been learnt. This is the only way to give the public confidence that 
their concerns are being listened to and acted on. 

Read the report here: https://bit.ly/31tEzwE  

 
 

Children and Young People 
 

Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE) - Accessibility Plans as 
Effective Tools for Inclusion in Schools: Are They Working? 
 
New research project report highlights “shocking impact” on disabled pupils of 
schools’ failures around Accessibility Plans and equality of access. 
 
Read the report here: https://bit.ly/2Utg9Ss  
 

Ambitious about Autism – Do you think your child has autism or have 
they been recently diagnosed?  
If the answer is yes, you will have many questions about what to do next.  
Ambitious about Autism’s Right from the Start toolkit is here to help.  
 
This practical toolkit contains a wealth of straightforward information in one 
place to guide parents and carers through their child’s journey in the early 
years.  
 
From the autism assessment process to the first day of school, this toolkit is 
packed with practical tips and checklists to support parents during the earliest 
years of their child’s life. It also provides signposts to sources of support or 
additional information. 
Read more here: https://bit.ly/31sAk4w  

https://bit.ly/375ziwm
https://bit.ly/31tEzwE
https://bit.ly/2Utg9Ss
https://bit.ly/31sAk4w
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Resources and other bulletins 
 

Learning Disability Today - The road to an inclusive society: an 
international perspective 

Campaigners are making good progress on global learning disability inclusion but 
there’s still a way to go in 2020, writes Harrow Mencap's Campaigns and 
Communications Manager Nicole Lieberman. 

Read here: https://bit.ly/383i8RB  

Nursing in Practice - Increase in people with learning disability being 
screened for cancer in past year, says NHS Digital 

The number of people with a learning disability in 2018/19 who were screened 
for cancer or received a health check increased compared to the previous year, 
figures have shown. 

New data released by NHS Digital shows that more people with learning disability 
are having cervical and colorectal cancer screening, as well as receiving an 
annual health check. 

Read more here: https://bit.ly/2S0oPy6  

Think Local Act Personal (TLAP) Podcast - Why language matters and 
social care jargon 

“Words can invite people in or keep them out”. Listen to our podcast about why 
language matters and the impact this has on people who access services (5 
mins) with Catriona Moore and Sally Percival, hosted by Linda Doherty from 
TLAP. 

Find out more here: https://bit.ly/2UwglQS  

GOV.UK Health matters: physical activity - prevention and management 
of long-term conditions  

The government’s prevention green paper highlights that becoming more active 
is good for our mental and physical health, and reduces our risk of developing a 
number of health conditions. It also sets out the ambition of getting everybody 
active in the 2020s, including those of us who are already living with a health 
condition. 

One in 3 adults in England live with a long-term health condition and they are 
twice as likely to be amongst the least physically active. However, evidence 
shows that regular physical activity can help prevent or manage many common 
conditions such as type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease and some cancers. It 
also helps keep symptoms under control, prevent additional conditions from 
developing, and reduce inequalities. 

https://bit.ly/383i8RB
https://bit.ly/2S0oPy6
https://bit.ly/2UwglQS
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Read more here: https://bit.ly/3bi2hQP  

Disability News Service – Independent Living 

Many local authorities are unlawfully restricting disabled people’s ability to 
choose to live independently in their own homes, and are forcing them instead 
towards residential care, research by a disabled campaigner suggests. 

Fleur Perry spent more than six months seeking and analysing information about 
the independent living policies of more than 230 councils across England, 
Scotland and Wales, using the Freedom of Information Act. 

She wanted to discover their policies on providing choice to disabled people in 
need of social care. 

Read more here: https://bit.ly/2vaBW6I  

Sport England – Mapping Disability 

We already know that disabled people are much less likely to take part in sport 
or physical activity than many other groups. 

To better understand this population group, and to support people who work in 
the sport and activity sector to reach and engage disabled people, we’ve created 
a suite of resources – Mapping Disability. 

These are designed to aid a wide variety of organisations, helping us all plan 
effective programmes by better knowing the audience.  

Read more here: https://bit.ly/31tbxNE  

Learning Disability Today - NHS "highly unlikely" to meet deferred 
Transforming Care Targets 

Over 2,000 people with learning disabilities or an autism diagnosis continue to 
live in hospital settings, with over 3,000 "restrictive interventions" occurring over 
a one month period. 

Read more here: https://bit.ly/2UyawT1  

 
 

Blogs  

GOV.UK - From DoLS to LPS: an important time for mental capacity 
 
Evolving our duty of care 
Sometime in the next few months we will begin to say goodbye to Deprivation 
of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS) and introduce their successor, Liberty Protection 
Safeguards (LPS). 
 

https://bit.ly/3bi2hQP
https://bit.ly/2vaBW6I
https://bit.ly/31tbxNE
https://bit.ly/2UyawT1
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LPS is a scheme set up by an amendment to the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) 
2005. It might be worth reminding ourselves why we have these provisions 
under the MCA. 
 
Read more here: https://bit.ly/2SqNquQ  
 

I have a question: are you scared of people with learning disabilities 
like me? 
 
My name is Pino and I want to have a conversation with you. 
 
You don’t hear voices like mine in the news very much. You hear about people 
like me, but this could be the first time you have heard straight from a person 
with a learning disability. 
I‘m part of Heart n Soul at The Hub, a research project at the Wellcome 
Collection in London, and we have some big questions to ask you. The project is 
led by Heart n Soul, the arts charity I co-founded for people with learning 
disabilities and autism. 
 
Read more here: https://bit.ly/3734a0o  
 

Notcarenotfair - The story of an innocent 
 
Age 9 my daughter, A, was diagnosed with a chronic anxiety disorder and OCD. 
We believed she was on the autistic spectrum but were told she didn’t fulfil 
diagnostic criteria. No help from CAMHS. 
 
At 15 Anorexia developed. Still no help. 
 
At 16 taken to A&E for a self-inflicted wound and was found to have an irregular 
heartbeat. She was admitted to the general hospital for NG feeding and 
subsequently transferred to an ATU 60 miles from home. 
 
Read the blog here: https://bit.ly/2SkiXPf  
 

The Startup - The Danger of not Listening in a Time of Change 
 
More than 70% of all change initiatives fail. You could say, that organizations 
are brilliant at solving the wrong problems. 
Actually, it is possible to have a brilliant career by doing all the wrong things. 
You just need to solve the problems you are being asked to solve — no 
questions asked — and you’re the employee of the year. 
 

https://bit.ly/2SqNquQ
https://bit.ly/3734a0o
https://bit.ly/2SkiXPf
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I know, it sounds a bit too good to be true. But think about it. How many times 
have you found yourself in a situation where you needed to do something. Right 
now. There is no time to discuss if it’s the right problem because it has already 
been agreed at the executive level that this is the case. It might frustrate you a 
bit, but you know — if you solve the problem your executives will be happy. 
 
Read more here: https://bit.ly/39bA9gr  
 

How technology is modernising health and social care 
 
Amid ongoing concerns about the impact of austerity on critical services like 
adults’ and children’s social care and in the face of demographic pressures 
relating to an ageing population, optimism does not always abound in 
discussions about these services. However, despite, and often in direct response 
to some of these issues, an increasing number of local authorities are beginning 
to rewrite the future of these critical services. 
 
Read more here: https://bit.ly/2vXdSVD  
 

 

https://bit.ly/39bA9gr
https://bit.ly/2vXdSVD

